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International Association of Free Seventh-day Adventists

Camp Meeting 2014 – Theme -“Closing Events in Earth’s History.”

Friday September 26, 2014 – 6:30 PM

“Closing Events in Detail”

The title of the sermon is “Closing Events in Detail”

Let us pray …

Today 2014 – Fires, Floods, Earthquakes, Terrorists, Isis beheadings – and let me pause here as I do believe God is giving us a glimpse of what we will face in the time of trouble when God’s Spirit is no longer restraining men from acting out the worst evil in their imaginations. Personal, national and international increasing debt woes, Wars and rumors of wars and distress of nations with perplexity. There are over 38,000 Christian denominations in the world today. Jesus started with one church and 12 men. He will finish the great controversy with one church. Sadly the Christian world and the Seventh-day Adventist denomination have embraced the mystical Spiritual Formation. Many decades of compromise and apostasy has put the SDA church into the prophesied Omega of Apostasy. Ecumenism is drawing all mainline denominations to Rome. Numerous new theologies have changed all of Protestantism in general, and the SDA Church in particular. Much of Adventism has latched on to Once Saved, Always Saved while abandoning many of our pillar doctrines. Women pastors are now a reality in spite of what the world church says in General Conference session.

I encourage every serious student of the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy to get a copy of the glossy hardback book titled “The End of Time.” It is an 8-1/2” x 11” and there are 23 chapters and 336 pages with 2,000 Spirit of Prophecy quotations relating to the closing events. You can purchase from Harvestime books at a very low cost and you will never regret it.

I will be covering only 14 of the many events in the Little Time of Trouble and 14 events in the Great Time of Trouble. Then I will cover 13 things pertaining to the deliverance of God’s Saints. I must apologize as time will only let me cover a fraction of what is yet to occur.


Today in 2014 we are by God’s grace yet in the dwindling “Time of Preparation” where we should through much prayer and study be developing the Spiritual and practical skills that will be needed for the days before us.

Soon the NSL will be passed which will commence the Little Time of Trouble.


The Early Rain of the Holy Spirit is falling on those who earnestly study and they will receive the Latter rain in the time of trouble. But those who are choosing to be entertained and distracted will never be a part of the Loud cry which will happen.

 I need to point out two important quotes that will occur prior to the Time of Trouble. LDE 255.2 “It is not always safe to ask for unconditional healing. . .  He knows whether or not those for whom petitions are offered would be able to endure the trial and test that would come upon them if they lived. He knows the end from the beginning. Many will be laid away to sleep before the fiery ordeal of the time of trouble shall come upon our world.” --CH 375 (1897).  {LDE 255.2}  


“The Lord has often instructed me that many little ones are to be laid away before the time of trouble. We shall see our children again. We shall meet them and know them in the heavenly courts.”--2SM 259 (1899).  {LDE 255.3}   So we see many of the faithful adults, mostly elderly, and many little ones will be laid to rest before the coming ordeal.


Were you aware that today we are only 26 days from reaching 170 years since October 22, 1844?


The Little Time of Trouble begins with the passing of the National Sunday Law.


This is an interesting quote from EW 42 “I saw that the powers of earth are now being shaken and that events come in order.” EW 42


Understand that the period of the Little Time of Trouble will stretch to the End of Probation.


As previously mentioned I will be covering 14 events happening in the Little Time of Trouble. The First is a quote from Mar 170.3. "The commencement of that time of trouble," here mentioned, does not refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be poured out, but to a short period just before they are poured out, while Christ is in the sanctuary. At that time, while the work of salvation is closing, trouble will be coming on the earth, and the nations will be angry, yet held in check so as not to prevent the work of the third angel.” {Mar 170.3} 


And this quote from GC88 621.3  “Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest danger of falling under the power of Satanic delusions and the decree to compel the conscience. And even if they endure the test, they will be plunged into deeper distress and anguish in the time of trouble, because they have never made it a habit to trust in God. The lessons of faith which they have neglected, they will be forced to learn under a terrible pressure of discouragement.”  {GC88 621.3}


2. The Last Call to Leave the Cities– 5T 464 “As the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman armies was the signal for flight to the Judean Christians, so the assumption of power on the part of our nation in the decree enforcing the papal sabbath will be a warning to us. It will then be time to leave the large cities, preparatory to leaving the smaller ones for retired homes in secluded places among the mountains.”

3. Holy Spirit bypasses those who failed to prepare 2SM 16.1  © “But I speak not my own words when I say that God's Spirit will pass by those who have had their day of test and opportunity, but who have not distinguished the voice of God or appreciated the movings of His Spirit.” 2SM 16.1

4. The Shaking – EW 270.2  “I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it would be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up against it, and this is what will cause a shaking among God's people.”

5. Trouble Increases – MYP 89-90 “We shall see troubles on all sides. Thousands of ships will be hurled into the depths of the sea. Navies will go down, and human lives will be sacrificed by millions. Fires will break out unexpectedly, and no human effort will be able to quench them. The palaces of earth will be swept away in the fury of the flames. Disasters by rail will become more and more frequent; confusion, collision, and death without a moment's warning will occur on the great lines of travel.”
6. The Latter Rain – EW 279.1 “The power of God had rested upon His people; they had accomplished their work and were prepared for the trying hour before them. They had received  ©  the latter rain, or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, and the living testimony had been revived. The last great warning had sounded everywhere, and it had stirred up and enraged the inhabitants of the earth who would not receive the message.”
7. *The Investigative Judgment– GC 352 *The Investigative Judgment continues from 1844 until the close of probation.  “It prefigured the closing work in the ministration of our High Priest in heaven, in the removal or blotting out of the sins of His people, which are registered in the heavenly records. This service involves a work of investigation, a work of judgment; and it immediately precedes the coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory; for when He comes, every case has been decided.”

8. The Loud Cry – EW 277.1  “The work of this angel comes in at the right time to join in the last great work of the third angel's message as it swells to a loud cry. And the people of God are thus prepared to stand in the hour of temptation, which they are soon to meet. I saw a great light resting upon them, and they united to fearlessly proclaim the third angel's message.”

9. The Seal of God – EW 71 ©  An Eternal Decision  ©  “I also saw that many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of the Lord without a high priest in the sanctuary through the time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of Jesus fully.”


10. Satan Personates Christ – GC 624  “As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will personate Christ. The church has long professed to look to the Saviour's advent as the consummation of her hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it appear that Christ has come. In different parts of the earth, Satan will manifest himself among men as a majestic being of dazzling brightness, ...”


11. The Mark of the Beast – Revelation 13: 16  © An Eternal Decision  © “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: ...”  


12. No Buy, No Sell – Rev. 13: 17; 4 SP 422  © “And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.”

“Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be brought. The powers of earth, uniting to war against the commandments of God, will decree that no man may buy or sell, save he that has the mark of the beast, and, finally, that whoever refuses to receive the mark shall be put to death..”


13. Fines, Imprisonment, and inducements for Violators – GC 607  © “The church appeals to the strong arm of civil power, and, in this work, papists and Protestants unite. As the movement for Sunday enforcement becomes more bold and decided, the law will be invoked against commandment keepers. They will be threatened with fines and imprisonment, and some will be offered positions of influence, and other rewards and advantages, as inducements to renounce their faith.”


14. Martyrdom – Mar 199.3 “The two armies will stand distinct and separate, and this distinction will be so marked that many who shall be convinced of truth will come on the side of God's commandment-keeping people. When this grand work is to take place in the battle, prior to the last closing conflict, many will be imprisoned, many will flee for their lives from cities and towns, and many will be martyrs for Christ's sake in standing in defense of the truth.”


The National Sunday Law is the Close of Probation for Sabbath Keepers


1 Peter 4:17 “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?”
18MR 183 “In the ninth chapter of Ezekiel is portrayed the fate of the men of responsibility who have not glorified God by faithfulness and integrity. Read this chapter. Notice especially verses four to six: [quoted]. At the appointed time, the Lord God of Israel will do His work most thoroughly.”

Ezekiel  9:4-6  “And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity:  Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house.”


5T 211 “Here we see that the church--the Lord's sanctuary--was the first to feel the stroke of the wrath of God. The ancient men, those to whom God had given great light and who had stood as guardians of the spiritual interests of the people, had betrayed their trust. They had taken the position that we need not look for miracles and the marked manifestation of God's power as in former days. Times have changed. These words strengthen their unbelief, and they say: The Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil. He is too merciful to visit His people in judgment. Thus "Peace and safety" is the cry from men who will never again lift up their voice like a trumpet to show God's people their transgressions and the house of Jacob their sins. These dumb dogs that would not bark are the ones who feel the just vengeance of an offended God. Men, maidens, and little children all perish together.”

2 SM 15.3  “As we near the time when principalities and powers and spiritual wickedness in high places will be brought into warfare against the truth, when the deceiving power of Satan will be so great that if it were possible he will deceive the very elect, we must have our discernment sharpened by divine enlightenment, that we may know the spirit that is of God, that we may not be ignorant of Satan's devices. Human effort must combine with divine power, that we may be able to accomplish the closing work for this time.”

2 SM 16.1  “But I speak not my own words when I say that God's Spirit will pass by those who have had their day of test and opportunity, but who have not distinguished the voice of God or appreciated the movings of His Spirit. Then thousands in the eleventh hour will see and acknowledge the truth.”

7BC 976.2  “The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast will be formed before probation closes; for it is to be the great test for the people of God, by which their eternal destiny will be decided.”


7BC 976.3  “This is the test that the people of God must have before they are sealed. All who proved their loyalty to God by observing His law, and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank under the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of the living God. Those who yield the truth of heavenly origin and accept the Sunday sabbath, will receive the mark of the beast.”
The Little Time Of Trouble Draws to a Close

Daniel 12:1  “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the book.” The Heavenly Sanctuary is Cleansed

When Michael stands up it marks The End of Probation for Mankind – Every Case has been Sealed for Eternity
 This commences the Great Time of Trouble which will last until the Second Coming of Christ.


The Great Time of Trouble GC 613 - 614 “When the third angel's message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the guilty inhabitants of the earth. The people of God have accomplished their work. They have received "the latter rain," "the refreshing from the presence of the Lord," and they are prepared for the trying hour before them. Angels are hastening to and fro in heaven. An angel returning from the earth announces that his work is done; the final test has been brought upon the world, and all who have proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts have received "the seal of the living God." Then Jesus ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above. He lifts His hands and with a loud voice says, "It is done;" and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes the solemn announcement: "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still." Revelation 22:11.


GC 614.1 “When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. The restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has entire control of the finally impenitent. God's long-suffering has ended.”


For your own personal study on the great time of trouble, I suggest you read  Chapter 39 – The Time of Trouble - pages 613 – 634


Continuing now with the events in the “Great Time of Trouble”


1. Holy Spirit Withdrawn – GC 614 “So when the irrevocable decision of the sanctuary has been pronounced and the destiny of the world has been forever fixed, the inhabitants of the earth will know it not. The forms of religion will be continued by a people from whom the Spirit of God has been finally withdrawn; …”


1. Holy Spirit Withdrawn – 1T 204  “When Jesus leaves the most holy His restraining Spirit is withdrawn from rulers and people. They are left to the control of evil angels. Then such laws will be made by the counsel and direction of Satan that, unless time should be very short, no flesh could be saved.”-1T 204 (1859).


1. Holy Spirit Withdrawn from the Earth – PP 201 “When Jesus leaves His position as man's intercessor before God … Then the restraining Spirit of God is withdrawn from the earth.”
2. God’s Remnant People Remain Faithful to the Commandments of God and the Testimony of Jesus – Revevelation 12:17;  19:10 “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. ”   “… worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

3. The Death Decree – EW 36, 37


“These plagues enraged the wicked against the righteous; they thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon them, and that if they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed. A decree went forth to slay the saints, which caused them to cry day and night for deliverance.”

4. Flight to Desolate and Solitary Places EW 282, 283

“I saw the saints leaving the cities and villages, and associating together in companies, and living in the most solitary places. Angels provided them food and water, while the wicked were suffering from hunger and thirst. Then I saw the leading men of the earth consulting together, and Satan and his angels busy around them. I saw a writing, copies of which were scattered in different parts of the land, giving orders that unless the saints should yield their peculiar faith, give up the Sabbath, and observe the first day of the week, the people were at liberty after a certain time to put them to death.”


5. Time of Jacob’s Trouble  GC 615, 616 “… a decree will finally be issued against those who hallow the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, denouncing them as deserving of the severest punishment and giving the people liberty, after a certain time, to put them to death. Romanism in the Old World and apostate Protestantism in the New will pursue a similar course toward those who honor all the divine precepts.” “The people of God will then be plunged into those scenes of affliction and distress described by the prophet as the time of Jacob's trouble. “Thus saith the Lord: We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace. . . . All faces are turned into paleness. Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.”” Jeremiah 30:5-7.
5. Time of Jacob’s Trouble  5T 451 “As the approach of the Roman armies was a sign to the disciples of the impending destruction of Jerusalem, so may this apostasy be a sign to us that the limit of God's forbearance is reached, that the measure of our nation's iniquity is full, and that the angel of mercy is about to take her flight, never to return. The people of God will then be plunged into those scenes of affliction and distress which prophets have described as the time of Jacob's trouble. The cries of the faithful, persecuted ones ascend to heaven.”
6. The Universal Death Decree – PK 512 “Important are the lessons to be learned from the experience of the Hebrew youth on the plain of Dura. In this our day, many of God's servants, though innocent of wrongdoing, will be given over to suffer humiliation and abuse at the hands of those who, inspired by Satan, are filled with envy and religious bigotry. Especially will the wrath of man be aroused against those who hallow the Sabbath of the fourth commandment; and at last a universal decree will denounce these as deserving of death.”
7. No More Martyrdom – GC 634.1 None of God’s people to be killed in the Great Time of Trouble

“If the blood of Christ's faithful witnesses were shed at this time, it would not, like the blood of the martyrs, be as seed sown to yield a harvest for God. Their fidelity would not be a testimony to convince others of the truth; for the obdurate heart has beaten back the waves of mercy until they return no more. If the righteous were now left to fall a prey to their enemies, it would be a triumph for the prince of darkness. ... Glorious will be the deliverance of those who have patiently waited for His coming and whose names are written in the book of life.”

8. The Seven Last Plagues of Revelation 16 – (1 of 7)

  16:1
“And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.  

  16:2 And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and [upon] them which worshipped his image.”

So the 1st Plague is Grievous Sores. These painful sores will be from head to toe and nothing can heal the affliction.

9. The Seven Last Plagues of Revelation 16 – (2 of 7) 16:3 “And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead [man]; and every living soul died in the sea.”
  2nd Plague - Oceans Turned to Blood. And every living thing in the ocean died.

10. The Seven Last Plagues of Revelation 16 – (3 of 7) 16:4 “And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood.”
  3rd Plague - Rivers, Lakes and all Fresh Waters Turned to Blood.  Reservoirs and swimming pools and out of your faucets will come blood.

11. The Seven Last Plagues of Revelation 16 – (4 of 7) 16:8 “And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire.”

  4th Plague - The Sun Scorches Men. The sun will be far brighter and hotter than ever before.

12. The Seven Last Plagues of Revelation 16 – (5 of 7) 16:10 “And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain,
16:11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds.” 
  5th Plague Darkness Envelops Rome

13. The Seven Last Plagues of Revelation 16 – (6 of 7) 16:12 “And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.”

  6th Plague Rome’s Support Dries Up


14. The Seven Last Plagues of Revelation 16 – (7 of 7) 16:17  “And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done.  

  16:18  And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, [and] so great.”  


  The 7th Plague will be a catastrophic earthquake that shakes the entire earth.

 
  16:19 “And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.  

 
  16:20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.”  7th Plague – So strong will be the earthquake that Tsunamis will erase islands and mountains will be leveled. Gigantic walls of water will crash down on coastal cities.


  16:21 “And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, [every stone] about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.” So in this 7th Plague will be a Great Hailstorm with hailstones weighing 57 pounds or greater.


Next we will give 13 specific things pertaining to the deliverance of God’s people. 

For your own personal study on the great time of trouble, I suggest you read GC Chapter 40 – God’s People Delivered - pages 635 – 652  Continuing now with 13 things to occur during the ‘Great Time of Trouble’ pertaining to the Deliverance of God’s people


Chapter 40 - God's People Delivered Signs of Deliverance – GC 635 – 652 (1 of 13)

1. “With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecation, throngs of evil men are about to rush upon their prey, when, lo, a dense blackness, deeper than the darkness of the night, falls upon the earth. Then a rainbow, shining with the glory from the throne of God, spans the heavens and seems to encircle each praying company.”

2. “The black, angry clouds that covered the firmament are parted, and like Stephen they look up steadfastly into heaven and see the glory of God and the Son of man seated upon His throne.”

3. “It is at midnight that God manifests His power for the deliverance of His people. The sun appears, shining in its strength. Signs and wonders follow in quick succession. The wicked look with terror and amazement upon the scene, while the righteous behold with solemn joy the tokens of their deliverance.”


4. “Everything in nature seems turned out of its course. The streams cease to flow. Dark, heavy clouds come up and clash against each other. In the midst of the angry heavens is one clear space of indescribable glory, whence comes the voice of God like the sound of many waters, saying: "It is done." Revelation 16:17.”


5. “That voice shakes the heavens and the earth. There is a mighty earthquake, "such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great." Verses 17, 18. The firmament appears to open and shut. The glory from the throne of God seems flashing through. The mountains shake like a reed in the wind, and ragged rocks are scattered on every side. There is a roar as of a coming tempest. The sea is lashed into fury.”


6. “There is heard the shriek of a hurricane like the voice of demons upon a mission of destruction. The whole earth heaves and swells like the waves of the sea. Its surface is breaking up. Its very foundations seem to be giving way. Mountain chains are sinking. Inhabited islands disappear. The seaports that have become like Sodom for wickedness are swallowed up by the angry waters.”


7.  “Graves are opened, and "many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth. . . awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt." Daniel 12:2. All who have died in the faith of the third angel's message come forth from the tomb glorified, to hear God's covenant of peace with those who have kept His law.”


8.  “Through a rift in the clouds there beams a star whose brilliancy is increased fourfold in contrast with the darkness. It speaks hope and joy to the faithful, but severity and wrath to the transgressors of God's law. Those who have sacrificed all for Christ are now secure, hidden as in the secret of the Lord's pavilion. They have been tested, and before the world and the despisers of


9.  truth they have evinced their fidelity to Him who died who died for them. A marvelous change has come over those who have held fast their integrity in the very face of death. They have been suddenly delivered from the dark and terrible tyranny of men transformed to demons. Their faces, so lately pale, anxious, and haggard, are now aglow with wonder, faith, and love.”


10.  “Then there appears against the sky a hand holding two tables of stone folded together. Says the prophet: "The heavens shall declare His righteousness: for God is judge Himself." Psalm 50:6. That holy law, God's righteousness, that amid thunder and flame was proclaimed from Sinai as the guide of life, is now revealed to men as the rule of judgment.”

 11.  “The enemies of God's law, from the ministers down to the least among them, have a new conception of truth and duty. Too late they see that the Sabbath of the fourth commandment is the seal of the living God. Too late they see the true nature of their spurious sabbath and the sandy foundation upon which they have been building. They find that they have been fighting against God.”


12.  “The voice of God is heard from heaven, declaring the day and hour of Jesus' coming, and delivering the everlasting covenant to His people. Like peals of loudest thunder His words roll through the earth. The Israel of God stand listening, with their eyes fixed upward. Their countenances are lighted up with His glory, and shine as did the face of Moses when he came down from Sinai.”
13.  “Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud, about half the size of a man's hand. It is the cloud which surrounds the Saviour and which seems in the distance to be shrouded in darkness. The people of God know this to be the sign of the Son of man. In solemn silence they gaze upon it as it draws nearer the earth, becoming lighter and more glorious, until it is a great white cloud, its base a glory like consuming fire, and above it the rainbow of the covenant.”

The Great Time of Trouble Ends and the 6,000 Year Nightmare Is finally over

The Second Coming of Christ Becomes Reality. Even so, Come, Lord Jesus

Today September 26, 2014. Now is the Time to not only commit yourself to earnestly prayer and study of the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy but to commence such action without procrastination, for the early rain is yet falling and the ‘Time of Trouble’ is rapidly approaching.

Let us pray…

